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Happy New Year to All! |
hope that everyone had the
opportunity to enjoy family
and friends over the holidays.
As we move into the New
Year, | always feel that it is

a privilege for me to be able
to work with your children as
they grow and learn each and
every day.

For this newsletter, | would
like to ensure that all
families and students are
knowledgeable about Seven

Keys to College Readiness . 508Al gebra 2 by G
The Seven Keys to College or higher

Readiness are building blocks 4 3A1 gebra 1 by G
for your chil dipgher

Montgomery County Public
Schools developed the Seven
Keys to establish a pathway
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earning a degree. The Keys
build on each other, so
attaining the early Keys puts
students in a better position to
reach the Keys that follow on
the pathway. The Keys are
supported by research and are
used as check points along the
way to monitor student
progress.

The Seven keys are:
7 01650 SAT, 24 ACT
6 83 on AP Exam, 4 on IB Exam

3 d Advanced math in Grade 5
2 d Advanced Reading MSA in
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You can help your child

along the pathway to

college by monitoring the
Keys in Kindergarten
through High School.
The staff and | will be
happy to answer any
guestions that you may
have regarding the Keys.
In addition, please see
the link on the
Candlewood or MCPS
web page for more
information.

Finally, thank you for

your continued support

educational materials,

for students to follow that Grades 3-8
will increase their chances of 18 Advanced Reading in Grades
K-2

being ready for college and
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Happy New Year! The PTA is
beginning the New Year with many
fun and exciting activities. Our
biggest movie night of the year

will be held Friday, January 8 .
Three movies will be shown and
pizza meal deals and snacks will be
available for purchase. Look for a
flyer in the backpacks with more
information about which movies
will shown. Wear your pajamas,
bring a blanket and pillow, and
enjoy the show!

dent 0s

Bingo Night and the Cake Walk are
back on Friday February 5 ™! Thank

you to Lisa Hughes and Brenda Chopra

for volunteering to chair this event.
For those of you new to this event
there will be two different bingo
sessions, an early and late session,
running simultaneously with the cake
walk in the All Purpose room. A
separate younger
will be offered in another room.
Volunteers will be needed to help
solicit prizes, donate prizes and
snacks, sell tickets, and help check

cultural programs, and
trips for our students.
We appreciate all that
you continue to do.

The fun doesndét stop in Mar
help on Friday March 12 ™. Come out with your best
dance oultfits and be ready to boogie! Mrs. Varela

could use some help coordinating this event so if
youodre interested | et her K

volunteers for set up, decorating, snack bar and
security. There are also two class night events
scheduled. The third grade will hold their class night

k i edebton Thirstay danusmg 215 apdthe second grade
will have theirs on Thursday February 25
night coordinator is still needed for the second grade
so if you are interested please contact a PTA board
member for more information.

for our Candlewood PTA.
We consider ourselves
lucky to have such
supportive parents who
provide many

2/26 Early Release

March

3/3 General PTA Meeting 7:30 -9 pm
3/11 Market Day Orders Dye

3/12 Sock Hop (alt 3/19)

3/17 Market Day Pick Up

3/25 Exec Board Meeting 7:00pm
3/29 -31 School Closedri Spring Break

Jan- March
2010

January

1/6 General PTA Meeting 7:30 -9 pm
1/8 PTA Movie Night

1/14 Market Day Orders Due

1/18 School Closedfi MLK Jr. Day
1/20 Market Day Pick Up

1/21 3rd Grade Class Night 7 9pm
1/25 School Closed

1/28 Executive Board Meeting 7 pm
February

2/2 General PTA Meeting 7:30 -9pm
2/5 Bingo Night & Cake Walk

2/11 Market Day Orders Dye

2/15 School Closed fi Presidents Day
2/17 Market Day Pick Up
2/25 2nd Grade Class Night 7 - 9 pm

2/25 Executive Board Meeting
7:00pm
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Iv\@/s be sure to look for more
information in the’ backpacks. Bingo Night is a very
fun family event so be sure to mark your calendars!!
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PTA Presidentds
Message C O ntpgea

The PTA would like to thank all of you who have supported our Eagle Patron Campaign and the Kidstuff Coupon
books sales. To date we have raised $8800 from Eagle Patrons and $1025 from Kidstuff sales. Tax receipts will

be distributed for all Eagle Patrons contributions no later than January 31 st We greatly appreciate the generosity
in our community and look forward to making Candlewood an even better place to learn!

Finally, we need to begin the search for PTA board members to serve in the 2010 -2011 school year. Most of the current board
members have reached their term limits and we need new volunteers to take the lead. The PTA will be looking for volunteers f or the
Nominating Committee in January and February. All members of the Nominating Committee are also eligible to be candidates as well.

Elections are held in May which is sooner than you think. So please consider helping our community!

For more information on any of the events mentioned above please visit our website at www.candlewoodes.com

Please come out and join us at the next PTA meeting on January6 ™at 7: 30 and hear more about Candlew

Kim George Kroese, PTA President CANDLEWOOD IS ONLINE!
Art News: b WWW.CANDLEWOODES.COM

==l FOLLOW CANDLEWOOD ON
~/7va TWITTER AND FACEBOOK

As we head into the New Year,
we will be creating artwork out of cut
paper and printmaking. | am planning
a project with vegetables, fruits and
flowers. If anyone has any magazines
with those kinds of pictures in them,

| would appreciate your sending them

in when you are done with them. January 18th BINGO NIGHT and CAKE

Thank you!
Friday
Puar) Bringin Yourisoxiops - - [k February 5th, 7:00 PM
Qispucaniotly and Soup Labels! Edueation y =t

™

Kindergarten News:

The kindergarteners are continuing to grow in their learning and socialization!

Our social studies unit on the airport has been a big hit. We have transformed an area in each of our classrooms into an

airport. The students enjoy demonstrating the information they have learned about the airport by role playing in our

airport center. They also enjoyed being able to make real -world connections between what they learned. We are looking

forward to our trip to the College Park Aviation Museum!

The kindergarten team greatly appreciates your involvement wif
child and/or have them read to you as often as possible. In class, we will be practicing sequencing parts in a story. This

coordinates with the first part of our next math unit in which the students will be sequencing events using vocabulary such

as Obefore, 6 and oafteré. We wi || be discussing the sequence
will be vocabulary topics in math. Refer to the unit 3 math parent letter for suggestions on ways to help your child with ou r

next math unit.

We are very proud of the progress we have made so far, as you will get to see when we bring our report cards and data

notebooks home at the end of January! Remember, the data notebook is a great tool for gathering ideas of skills to work

on at home.

Visit the PTA online www.candlewoodes.com
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Music Notes: [
Congratulations to all the students who performed during our Winter Concert in
December! You did a terrific job. The chorus and | would also like to thank the g\
many families and friends who came out to hear the performance. We surely \<—\
appreciate your support!

Spring semester chorus rehearsals will begin on Tuesday, January 19, 2010. We

are happy to welcome both new members and our returning chorus members. The
chorus wil!/l be I earning all new songs foaor
0Cel ebrate the Arts Night.©o

Third graders, the time youdv-e-——-bieeds whaet
time! Each year the third graders do a wonderful job learning to play the 5
recorder. For many students, this is their first experience playing a musical

instrument. This year recorder will be taught during the general music class.

Information letters and details about ordering instruments through the school

will be sent home during January. After lessons start, students will need to

practice their instruments for a minimum of 5 minutes a day for at least 5 days a

week. Also, it is important for students to be prepared for class by bringing

their music and recorder each week. Par
practice record and encourage your child to practice regularly and softly. |

appreciate the help of the third grade team. Mrs. Omstein and Mrs. Russell, your

support helps to make this program possible!
Jan8th7 -9PM

First Grade News:

The first graders are soaring into the New Year with new discoveries. Our children had a great time making the gingerbread
houses. This activity fit well with our reading and language arts curriculum (reading to perform a task). The students read t
directions, discussed the steps and decorations and finally created their masterpiece. Thanks go out to the parents who
volunteered their time. Also in reading the students will be studying characters and describe the characters by using charact
traits.

The first graders will be busy practicing the concept of regrouping using place value blocks in math. The students must

demonstrate the idea of trading (a.k.a. borrowing, regrouping) along with writing the correct answer. They will be studying
different types of weather. They will be investigating how rain is made, test the wind strength by using flags they made and
make different types of clouds out of cotton balls. We have also been using our Buddy Block Alas to read and study maps.

The first graders will also be starting an animal research project in the New Year. They will be reading and gathering inform
which is then written in their research notebooks. As you can see we are very active in the New Year!

Physical Education News:

The next big school -wide Physical Activity that is happening at Candlewood is the Jump Rop e for Heart
event, sponsored by the American Heart Association. | will be coordinating this event.  This year all students in all Physical
Education classes will be getting the opportunity to o0Jump RO
Association during the week of February 9  -13". Everyone is encouraged to wear red and jump on his/her P.E. day.  Students will
be | earning and practicing 0] uStudents capevenjuskoverd lise opthe floor. tEgeryonkis e v
included! Please encourage your child to practice at home. | am so excited to be coordinating this fun -filled event again.

The Candl ewood P.T.A. is sponsoring the 0Sock Hopd on Friday
dances with students during Physical Education classes prior
Hopo. | will need parent, adult a Pldasejdinuhed imand excidmandit eer s f or bo

chi

peo

Ent.
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Second Grade News:

In the New Year we will continue learning and practicing addition and subtraction with regrouping using 2 and 3 digit
numbers. These are difficult  concepts for many second graders and we will continue to work on them for much of the
year. We are also concentrating on problem solving strategies, and finding more than one way to solve a problem.

We have been practicing the concept of regrouping using place value blocks. The students must demonstrate the idea of
trading (a.k.a. borrowing, regrouping) along with writing the correct answer. The unit assessment involves more

demonstrating the concept with base ten blocks rather than straight computation. We know many of you are anxious to

help your child with these concepts. We are asking that you wait until we have spent time on itin class. This way your

child will have a solid understanding of the way they are expected to solve these problems at school. We encourage you
to have your child explain how we solved the problems in class and continue to practice solving problems using these
strategies. We have found that this consistent repetition and practice of the strategies used in school helps students

to understand and explain the computation. It also helps avoid the confusion of learning too many strategies at one time.

We expect to take the assessment for Unit 3 in February. Unit 4 covers fractions, measurement and time.

In reading class we are focusing on reading and writing to be informed. We have been reading many types of non -fiction
texts, which can include books, magazines, newspapers and recipes. These can be a nice alternative to longer chapter
books. We will soon be introducing biographies, another type of non  -fiction text. This marking period also includes
looking at fairy tales and folk tales. Our writing focus will soon be on persuasive writing.

Now is a good time to replenish your child&és supplies oof penci
your childbés winter gear. Many items go missing and uncl ai med
when they are labeled.

We hope you have a wonderful winter break and come back relaxed and ready to learn! %

Third Grade News:

Candt believe that third grade isgmal most h NG
&

We will continue to read fiction and non -fiction books

thro_ugh March. While Wg are always _vv.o.rking on MSA No© from B R E A K
curriculum, we will be doing extra activities as we prepare A e\of ~ .
for taking the Maryland State Assessments (MSA) in ne coun March 29 i Ap”' S

March. Further information on this will be sent at a later
date. We are into multiplication/division concepts now
(Unit3), followed by a geometriy=—unit. Wedl |l be continuing

to work in our Sound Unitin science and Health Unit, Time flies, and you know the rest. This school year has just been

zooming on by. | am happy to say the Ned Show was a big success;
students in every level enjoyed the show. | can still hear students
talking about the message of N.E.D. To Never give up, Encourage
others, and Do the right thing. | have been able to incorporate this
into lessons and when | talk to students on an individual level.

Our annual Wax Museum will be
coming up in the third quarter
when we do biographies. More
information will be coming
sometime in February.

Please continue to monitor your In the upcoming months | will be focusing on ways to deal
childds school supplies t o sithconflict, téaching studestsithat thiey Hav thé skills toaspe d
especially homework folders and notebooks. As always we  with problems that may arise. In addition we will continue to

continue to emphasize organizational skills to help your incorporate the virtue program and how to be tolerant of
child. Also please continue (differeneds.ewokld liRetalthaskiemoneimthecomenbinity wid s
planner nightly. Remember, you can write any note in has been helping our students remember that being unique is a good
them as we check them daily. Thanks for your continued thing and we should be thankful tha
support and efforts at home in making your child were everything is the same.
successful at scwaplstreésoabeot wlgleeasae remember that you can always contact me, either by
teachers, students and parents. We all need to do our . A
" phone or email. Annemarie V_Stayeas@mcpsmd.org .
part.

Anna Stayeas, School Counselor

Jan-Mar 2010 A Page 4



mailto:Annemarie_V_Stayeas@mcpsmd.org




